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USO SCHOOL OF NURSING WINS FEDERAL MIGRANT HEALTH TRAINING CONTRACT 
The University of San Diego's Philip Y. Hahn School of Nursing 
has been awarded a $242,753 three-year contract by the Health 
Resources and Services Administration to begin training family 
nurse practitioners in the specialty of migrant health care. 
The contract, one of only two awarded nationwide by the 
Division of Nursing in HRSA's Bureau of Health Professions, is an 
effort to address chronic health problems among Southern 
California's estimated 200,000 migrant farmworkers and their 
families. 
starting this year, the Hahn School of Nursing will design a 
"migrant health care option" within the Family Nurse Practitioner 
Track of its Master of Science in Nursing Program. The new 
specialty will emphasize fluency in Spanish, in-depth knowledge 
of cultural and economic pressures on Hispanic migrants, and 
familiarity with the specific health risks -- including 
tuberculosis, malaria, and AIDS -- that threaten residents of 
migrant camps. An important component of this specialty will be 
supervised clinical experience in delivering primary care to 
migrant workers and their families throughout San Diego County. 
In San Diego County alone, nearly 47,000 migrant workers, who 
are almost entirely of Hispanic origin, form the labor pool of 
Alcala Park, San Diego, California 92110 619/260-4682 
San Diego's $770- million- per-year agricultural industry. Most of 
these workers and their dependents live in appalling conditions 
in approximately 200 encampments scattered throughout rural North 
County. 
Poor housing conditions, inadequate sanitation and 
ventilation, and the lack of a clean water supply in migrant 
camps contribute to a high risk for communicable diseases, 
substance abuse, violence, and mental health problems. In 
addition, field workers are at high risk for accidents and 
pesticide exposure. 
"The need for nurse practitioners trained to work in migrant 
health care settings is growing more acute," said Dr. Louise 
Rauckhorst, associate professor of nursing and project director. 
"This new specialty is an important step in addressing the 
growing crisis in migrant health care." 
For further information, please contact Dr. Rauckhorst at 
(619) 260-4575 or Kate Callen at (619) 260-4682. 
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